Foatal

Mike Bracken looks for the

wood behind the trees of
NotsForest .

Notti nghamForest are currently
thirdinthe Fremer League, wth a
lucrative place in next seasons
European conpetitions virtua ly
secured and two new stands
recent|y conpl eted. They have
players of veorld class pedigree in
Dut chman Bryan Roy, and one of
Englands finest in San @l lynore.
Qowds are soaring, and their
sponsors have just announced a
tvo year extension to their con-
trad.

Yet last veek, Forest s & fabl e boss
Frank G ark announced that they
do not have £15,000 for a new
gq_ayer. Notti nghamForest are

.

So where has al|l the noney gone?
Aquick look a the cast of cherac-
ters associated wththe dlbin the
last fewyears reads |ike rogues
Hley.

Brian Qough: talisnanic nan-

ager turned al cohalic, Gough
led the club through 15 years

of success, but hisidosyncratic
style codd nat hide his drirking
probl ens and when the club was
relegated, his resigmtion ves fd -
| oved by runours of financial mis-
deneanours concer ni ng pl ayers
transfers. Nurice Roworth: chair -
nan through Goughs era, but his
illegal noney | aundering | anded
the stockbroker wth a 2 year
prison sentence. Fred Reacher: the
present chairnan, the ex-police-
nan turned publ i can refused tel |
the board the source of his omn
finances, and when Waldin
Action suggested that he had
overseen firencid irregd arities,
Reacher | aughed and repl i ed
poeit.

Andrew H un: the Forest ticket

d ficer viho adhitted atering ticket
allocations and is anai ting conbvic-
tion, AHunb aleges that he vas
acting for various nenbers of the
club managenent and i s bei ng
nade into a scapegoat. Irving

Korn: bankrupt twce and reduced
to selling socks on Notti ngham
narket, Kornis nowan integral
part of the Forest board. George
Wat erhouse: the director who
refused to sign the cl ubs accounts
and was ousted to nake way for

Keith Ghbson, who duly signed.
Teddy Sheringham his transfer to
Sours rai sed eyebrovs at the tine,
and when runours that a Forest
dficiad was paid 50,000 in cash
at a notorwvay service station for
hispart inthe ded, the FA
launched an inquiry. Fomie
Fenton: GQoughs assistant, Fenton
faces a | egetions of ticket fraud and
ves turned doan for severa jobs
util Terry Venabl es, now Engl and
coach but Spurs nanager at the
tine of the Sheringhamdeal ,

d fered himan unof fidd soouting
jobfa the FA



Qonfused? Youwll be Inthe very
near future, Murice Rwvorthis
comng ok of jail - ad hes mt
very happy. So unhappy, infat,
that he hes decided to seridise his
version of everts a Forest in The
Sunday Express. And for alot of
peopl e wth an afu |a tolose
Rovorths ranblings are bad news.

For, if you have a Sy dish,
Fremer League football is awole
new bal | gane. Mirdochs noney
has enpovered the elite, and the
novers and shakers of the new
footbel | verld vt no tak of miss-
ingnllions tobigt their squesky
clean inage. Aready this year,
Mrsons habits (societies prob-
lem), W s assault on a cabbie
(tatdly aut of cheracter) ad
Cantonas kick (he vas provoked)
have tarni shed the Fremer
League s inage.

Bt the Fremier paliticos have
a vays had the safety that events
before their inception coul d not be
pinned on them part of the reason
vhy the FAfinds itsdf stunhling
fromore crisis to anther. Ad
now, dl o asuden atdkeive
stoo pigeon threatens to autline
howthe current board of ore of the
Premershi ps finest have illegally
squander ed the cl ubs riches,
how t he nuch feted nanager
organi sed his nany transfer

deal i ngs, and how one of those
transfers inva ved the currernt
Engl and boss, who now has the
authority to postpone Rreniership
fixtures so hi's players can have a
training sessi on. And you thought
this would be a quiet sunmer as
far as foothel | goes!

That Notti ngham Forest Foot bal |
QGub are inconpetently led is hard-
|y nevs to nany Forest fans. To
give one of nany exanpl es, chair -
nan Reacher announced grandi | o-
quently that club sponsor Labatts
woul d donate £1. 5mtovards the
redevel opnent of the Trent End
stand. It soon energed thet this fd -
loved only intia dscussions wth
the firm vho i nmedi ately deni ed
the stay, leaing the d b to foot
the bill, and the cheirman wth his
foot firnhy inhis nouth Athough
an absence of any diplonatic skill
should not rul e anyone out of
becoming a cl ub chairnan, the
continued reports of nispl aced

funds shoul d real |y nake peopl e
ask questi ons.

Athough Brian Qoughs manage-
nent career vas incredibly suc-
cessful, throughout the 1980shs
erratic behaviour spilled avay from
footbel | and into finance. Awvays
keen to nanipul ate the press, he
encouraged pl ayers to sell splash-
estothetadads aongthe Ny
tine wth Goughie line Indeed, his
repeated tabl oi d spreads netted
himupvards of 10,000 tine, and
vhen added to his pr interests and
TV conmerci al s, Qoughs finances
appeared assured. Just in case,
there vas a vays the string of
nevsagents to fall back on, and
even a autobi ography ghost wit -
ten by Sun hack and close friend
John Sadler. Despite this, boththe
FAand the interna revenue are
exanining clains that G ough took
percentages of players transfer
dedsinretunfo aragngtheir
sde. Griously, Gough has recent -



|y asked for and recei ved a testi -
nonid natch for his berefit. It
woul d appear that Brian G ough
needs the noney, and since not
even George Best and Qiver Reed
coud drink their vay through the
noney that Od B g E has
stacked up over the years, the
question nust be asked: Were
has al| the noney gone?

Not, it would seem to Nottingham
Forest. £164,000 is currently unac-
couted for in the cl ubs finances.
But details of where noney has
been going are fast energing.
Fenton, Qoughs dd assistat, hes
admitted accepting £45,000 from
players agerts inlieu of services
rendered (ie fixing lucrative trans-
fers). The £50,000 bung nen-
tioned in comnection wth the
Sheringhamtransfer remains unac-
counted for. @ ough has threat ened
tosueif accused of taking the
cash, but Fenton has renai ned
tigt lipeed A thetine o the ded,
Fenton was unhappy w th G ough,
viho only returned fromMil | orca
days before the start of the new
season. The deal had al ready been
vet oed once by the board as it
cou d deter season ticket buyers,
but soneone pushed it through,
and in the sunmer Fenton spent a
great anount of tine arranging the
terns of the tramsfer.

Indl likelihood, the anmesty

granted to other premership clubs
by the inand revenue in return for
their co-operation and repaynent
of debts wll be stretched to cover
Notti nghamForest. Arsenal ,
Liverpool and Rangers are
anongst sone of the bigger clubs
to have hel ped the athorities in
this nanner. Wth @l lynore

anost certaintobesddfor over
Smllion, the hdein the cubs
finances cou d be reetly filled,
especi a | y because season ti cket
prices have risen hugely, ad
noney for next season coul d be
safel'y banked before the silver -
vare is sddin the shape of

@l lynore and S one.

est, though, are a pecuiar
case. They have little clout in FA

circles, especidly as their nator -
nout h ex- nanager del i ghted in
tauting the athorities for years,
and wth boardroomdi ssent rife
added to the current nanagers
refusa to have anything nto do
wth the previous adhnistration, it
could vell be that Forest becone
the whi pping boys for foothd I's fail -
uetocen
wpits
arcane sys-
temof

Prenmiership
has brought
toligt.
Foakdl is
prticdaly
fickl e when
it cones to
sdf pdiu‘rg
i and bi gger

nanes than
Forest have taken the rap before
now Tony Kay, Bernard Tepie
Svio Berlusconi, Sandon Town,
Aan Sugar al set a precedent, and
it vas this: vhenever the gane is
intrabe foothd| athorities
reserve the right to set a precedent
and choose the nost conveni ent
whi ppi ng boy.

Enter, stage |eft, Murice
Rvarth



Hot Gossip

inkthisisatribute
to Kenn}K‘Everett t hen t hi nk
Bracken del ves
the sl eazy underbel
of sp rt and rakes up sone

pronnnent Lorth1footballers, -
one an established internationd , -
are vel |l known for their cocaine
use. A ex-international, nowa
vel | respected TV pundit, vas
forced to change clubs fol | owng an
invo verert wth a 15 year dd grl.
The court sentence hangi ng over a
youth teampl ayer in one of
Londons premer teans was ef fec-
tively renoved fol lowng a pay of f
fromthe d ub.

The above stories, and nany oth-
ers, are wdely known but renain
unreported. A though the archaic
libel lave accout for sone of this
nedi a reticence, the degree to
vhi ch footbal | and the nedi a, par -
ticu arly nevepapers, contrive to
deternine what stories appear is
beconing i ncreasi ngly apparent .
This cosy relationship, unchal -
lenged for years, isin danger of
bei ng bl omn apart, and this
cou d largely be due to fans
taking up the i ssues through

theirterre.

Rsing ticket prices, teevision
agreenents necessi tating i nconve-
riet kick o f tines and the peren-
nia fear of foothell vidence have
begun to erode the base of trad -
tionad footbell fans. The commerial
might of the new Premier |eague
added to the inghility of the F.A to
enforce its om disciplinery deci -
sions have | ed to a ned a circus,
where the antics of Sours,
Gantona, Mrson et a are far nore
likely to be resd ved on the back
peges or incout thenin frot of
the F A This degree of |awess-
ness and nedi a driven resol utions
to the ganes probl ens has further
dienated the fars.

In sone vays, this is nothing new
Inthe nid 1980s, fdlowng Engish
clubs expul si on fromEiropean
conpetition, 1TV and the BBC
hgdylrflaedtl"eflremd varth
of the donestic gane. The influx of
noney | ed to increased ticket
prices ad spirdling transfer fees.
s of ficiad supporters clubs vere
di sbanded (Li verpool) and com
nercia interests renoved any
grassroots i nvol venent by fans on
the board (Sours), a newwave of

fanzi nes vas born.

Rangi ng fromthe ida atrous ( The
Qooner a& Ased), tothe virtuos
(Wen Kies ar Gey - Brerton),
nany fanzi nes becane an out| et
far thevitrid o dsdf fected | ong
tine supporters. Spawning a new
prese in footbel | as fashion, the
fanzi nes soon becane enbroi | ed
inlegal issues comected to the
club, and nany have been sei zed,
banned or sued for often printing
the truth. Apart froma fewnotab e
exceptions, libel laws and the com
nercial mght of the clubs led to
nany fanzi nes beconing as i nsipid
and bland as of ficid cl ub program
mmes (Newcast | e and Manchest er
United).

Farzines noware often little nore
than tongue in cheek iddatry wth
wity nenes. thered drt is dftento
be found i n fanzi nes dedi cated to
snal | er clubs, vhere the support -
ers often have easier access to
both club and pl ayers. Brentfords
Beesotted provi des a good exam
ded ths

But if Mirdochs Sy TV noney has
changed the structure of the gane,
it hes asoincreesed the frustrati on
of the long tine supporter, one who
isincressingy priced aut of the
narket. And this tine, the refuge of
the supporter coud vell be the
Interng.



With Internet access rates increas-
ing exporentialy, fothd | reaed
pages are bei ng swanped by new
users. The Sortstats foothal |

pege, atext besed statisticad run-
down of the season so far, hes
been accessed by over 13,000 dif -
ferent users since February this
year. Qrsidering that thisis oe
o the most besic sites, it gves
sone i dea of the promse that foot -
bell onthe Internet hd ds.

A though nost cl ub pages are cur -
rent|y hagi ographi cal and enfoar -
rassingy naive, the vaice of the
aienated supporter isincreasingy
naking itself heard - andit is very
loud and very, very angry. Robert
Qese is acut isnot the nost

el egant |anguage, but for along
tine Norw ch fan who has seen
this chairnan sell the cl ubs best
players until rel egation overtook
the club, Norw ch hone pages and
newsgroups are a wel cone pl ace
to unl oad sone pent-up anger .

The ngjority of foothell sites are
run by serious supporters, oftenin
ave of the particuar clubthey fd -
low, or soit woudseem The
Bertonsiteis typicd. Wth eden-
sive inages of players, club ofif-
cials and even the stands and
goud, thetex islimted todub
histories ad details of pest
successes. Bven the matchre-
ports are hiased, ad the only

serious conment concerns the
nerits of indvida payer
Atmugwadscrlmmof Rau
Rdeout as tall and crap nay raise
agole it ismsustituefa red
debat e.

As vel| as the obvious conmercial
possibilities, the gentlenans agree-
nent between footbal | clubs and
the establi shed press woul d be
destroyed. There woud beliitle
that clubs could do to conceal
nevs that, wenit rarely nakes it
inothe papers, is wsudlly referred
toasangtdwinidet. Al ths
islikdy tospdl bed revs for sport
hacks wth their om niche interest,
bt for the fan, their widerdaion-
shipwththe club of their chaice
vill bedtered

Not only do the various news-
groups provide a platformfor
debate that not even the dd ter -
races could natch, but the com
nercial aspect of the teamsites
wil leave the dus wthlittle choice
to get involved. My clubs, such
as Minchester Lhited and
Neveast | e, al ready have their
range of replicakits and other sou-
venirs displ ayed by fans uncon-
nected wth the club. Norwch,
going astep further, conbi ne vi deo
inages wth adverts for the clubs
dficia video range, and Readi ng
wll soon have anirnternet site for
their top striker Jinmy Qimn.

With the rising costs of Fremership
suviva focngdustoepat
every conmercial possibility,it
seens unfeasible that the clubs wil
alowthe sites to growwthout
sone say in their devel oprent.

And this is vhere the prodemlies.
Hw can the clubs invest ina
ned a that has the capacity to be
openly scathing of the club. /s pre-
viously happened wth the rash of
fanzi nes, clubs nay consi der
westing contra of teamsites from
the fars.

Withlibd las still udear regerd-
ing the Internet, and nany cl ubs
suspi cious of a technd ogy they
knowlittle about, the clubs have a
long vay to go before they dom -
nate the net. Thereis aso the pos-
sibility thet existing TV and nevs-
papers coul d enter the equation,
bt wet iscertanisths: there wll
be very little opportunity for cubs
and papers to suppress inforna-
tion, as any person wth access to
thet infomationcodddstribueit
on a scale and a a speed that
dverfs current reports.

Will faxbdls flirtaionviththe
Internet be led by the neda, the
clubs or the fans? The only ansver
thet | cend fer isthet dddice

WATCH TH' S SPACE!!



